
Animals 

The On the Brink Animal Policy aims to balance two sets of priorities. On the one hand, to protect 
the environment and wildlife on our site, to keep shared spaces clean and safe for people. On the 
other hand, not to impose unreasonable restrictions on those for whom animals play an important 
role.  

Assistance animals 

If a member or visitor requires an assistance animal, they can be accompanied by it to enable their 
full participation in community life. Should this come into conflict with other members’ needs (e.g. 
due to allergy) a collaborative approach will be taken to find a way forward to meet the balance of 
everyone’s needs. 

Domestic animals (pets) 

If an animal will be kept entirely within a member’s home, and there is no external impact (for 
example, noise or smell), then agreement from others in the community is not required. In all other 
cases, members should seek formal full group agreement before getting an animal. The full group 
will make its decision by balancing the expressed wishes of the potential owner, with any likely 
impact on the environment and other people. The membership process will take into account the 
existing ownership of animals when potential new members apply to join. 

No animal that has attacked a human or domestic animal without provocation will be allowed to 
stay in the community. All cats and dogs must be either spayed or neutered, unless specifically 
granted an exception by Full Group. Animal owners are responsible for repairing any damage 
caused by their animals and for minimising any unwanted impact (for example, noise), on other 
community members. Where an animal’s presence conflicts with the health, safety or well-being of 
a human (for example, due to asthma, allergies or fear of animals), the needs of the human (whether 
member or guest) should be given priority.  

Owners must ensure there is no excrement on site by clearing up after animals promptly. Dogs 
should not be allowed to chase or harm wildlife on site, and all cats should wear bells. Our 
responsibility for having animals on site includes minimising any impact on our neighbours.  

Any dispute over animals should be raised directly with the owner in the first instance. If necessary, 
a concern can be brought to People Group to find a resolution and may be referred on to Full 
Group. The decision of Full Group is final, including the potential eviction of any animal.
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